Two Centuries of English Diplomacy-all comparison the more important of these two functionaries. Complications between England and the Northern Powers could be but exceptional and occasional only; as a fact, throughout the Tudor period Germany meant the Empire, whose elective head was for the most part identified with Spain. Hence it follows that whoever for the time presided over the Southern Department was practically the Foreign Minister of the sovereign. None of Henry's foreign agents can have approached, in point of genius or during his ascendancy in authority, Cardinal Wolsey ; but Wolsey s fall took place in 1529, ten years, that is, before the official division into the two departments. Although, therefore, the conduct of Anglo-French, Anglo-Spanish and Anglo-Roman relations remained almost uninterruptedly in his hands, Wolsey could not have been the titular occupant of the position which, more nearly than any other, foreshadowed that of Foreign Secretary, first created in 1782. Never was the personal element in English diplomacy marked more strongly than during the reign of the second Tudor king.
Without any attempt to thread the labyrinth of international movements in this epoch, some of its more characteristic incidents or defined landmarks may be briefly indicated. Of the transactions in which from 1509 to 1547 the English sovereign engaged with foreign states, the general tendency was to commit this country to new international responsibilities, to encourage It to a course of European intervention, and to make the voice of these islands felt in the politics of the Continent. To the League of Cambrai, formed between
France   and   Spain   against   Venice,   England   had
15